that the idea had never struck them before. Some medical men seem to be unaware of the amount of inconvenience and even of suffering which they occasion many patients by the installation of atropine into the eyes. It is common for such patients to complain of dryness of the throat, flushings of the skin, a feeling of feverous heat and headache, and I have seen one case in which violent maniacal delirium was brought on by dropping atropine into the eye to prepare the patient for cataract extraction. These symptoms can be avoided by directing the patient to press firmly with one finger on the inner canthus in such a way as to block the lachrymal canaliculi; the pressure must be begun as soon as the drops are instilled and must be kept up for 3 or 4 minutes.
The lachrymal fluid poured out under the influence of the installation will then find its way over the cheeks, carrying with it the unabsorbed atropine. 
